Politics
1. Podcasts – Real-World Politics and Political Commentary
Students are encouraged to listen to a selection of political podcasts that explore current issues and key debates in UK and US politics. Suggested series include:
· The Rest is Politics – UK-based political commentary from Alastair Campbell and Rory Stewart, offering insight into Westminster and global politics.
· Pod Save America – A US podcast by former Obama staffers offering analysis of American elections and political trends.
· Electoral Dysfunction – A podcast focused on US democracy, elections, and political systems with an engaging and accessible tone.
Students should aim to listen to at least two episodes (from different podcasts) and reflect on any issues that relate to democracy, political leadership, or how power is distributed in the UK or US.
2. Article Reading – Should the UK Have a Codified Constitution?
To prepare for constitutional topics in Paper 2 and Paper 3, students should read contrasting articles on the UK’s uncodified constitution and whether reform is needed. Suggested resources:
· Pros and cons of a codified UK constitution – The Politics Project
· Arguments for and against constitutional reform – Tutor2U summary
After reading, students should create a table with arguments for and against a codified constitution and be ready to discuss their opinion in the first lessons of Year 12.
3. Research Task – Pressure Groups in Action
Students should choose one UK and one US pressure group and investigate the following:
· What is their main aim?
· What methods do they use to exert influence?
· Have they been successful in recent years?
This task will help introduce students to content in Paper 1 (UK democracy and participation) and Paper 3 (comparative politics). They can present their findings as a short summary or infographic.
Suggested examples:
· UK: Greenpeace, Liberty, RMT Union
· US: NRA, ACLU, Sierra Club

